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A newsletter for the Deaf, hard of hearing and
wider community in Tasmania

Hello Carols by Candlelight
everyone,

The Tasdeaf Christmas afternoon
| hope you tea and Carols by Candlelight was
enjoyed the held last December and it was a
festivities very successful day. (see the
during photos on page 8 & 9).
December

and January,
as well as our
nice Tasmanian summer . February
Is here and March is fast
approaching 9 2017 is definitely a
busy year for Tasdeaf!

Lots of people came to the

Tasdeaf office in Hobart and

enjoyed afternoon tea and games,

before going to the Carols by

Candlelight at the Royal Botanical

Gardens. Two Auslan interpreters

were there, and we managed to sit

Alastair McEwin in a good place with a view of the
stage and the Auslan interpreters.

Last December, Jane and |

attended the 6Shadping our Future

Di scussions on Di s

workshop. This workshop was

facilitated by Alastair MCEwin

here in Hobart. He is deaf and

now works as the Human Rights : AR

Commissioner. g e

We are very lucky to have
Alastair working in this important
role, and it was wonderful to see

this workshop facilitated by Alastair. Left to right: Jane Hodgkinson, Alastair McEwin,
Stephen Nicholson
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Tasdeaf news

Many people commented that it
was the first time they were able to
participate in this big community
event and have equal access to
watch the performances on stage.

Michelle Ashley and Susan Emerson
from O0Ausl an
interpreters and they did an amazing
job. Everyone enjoyed themselves.
We hope to see more community
events this year with Auslan
interpreters.

If you are interested in attending
community events, please let us
know & we may be able to work with
the event organisers to include
Auslan Interpreters.

Enjoying Santa

and

the Carols by
Candlelight

Stage

For Carols by Candlelight, our
wonderful Jane Hodgkinson
(Information and Advocacy worker),
worked closely with the Hobart City
Council in a successful partnership
to include Auslan Interpreters.

Thankilog Jane for making this event
Lo&icdeSstul Wih'o K rEgfSterdS

people from the Deaf community
attending.

HUBS

We began our Hub days in
Launceston in January and February.

It is a great social event for the
community, service providers and




family members who wish to find out
more information about the NDIS
and other services we offer.

We will have our first HUB in Hobart
on Wednesday 22 February from
1.30 to 5.30 pm.

On Hub days, we are available to
meet with you and talk about
anything that you need. You do not
need to make appointments on
these days.

Launceston Hub
On the 2 nd Wednesday each month.

Hobart Hub
On the 4 " Wednesday each month.

Devonport Hub

We will have 3 Hub days for
Devonport during 2017

(April 10th, July and October).

Tasdeaf news

Come along and join us!

There will be refreshments available
as well on Hub days!

NDIS

You may be wondering about the
NDIS and when you are eligible to

apply.

The roll out in Tasmania is different to
the mainland. On the mainland, it is
rolled out in relation to post code/
location. In Tasmania, it covers the
whole state but the rollout is
according to age groups.

Tasmanian age roll out of NDIS

From 1 July 2013 the NDIS became
available for children, aged
15 to 24.

Jeanette Symonds

and 2 community

members at the
first Hub

in Launceston
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From 1 July 2016, the
NDIS became available for
children aged 12 to 14.

From 1 January 2017, the
NDISbecame available for adults
aged 25 to 28.

From 1 July 2017, the NDIS will be
available for children aged 4 to
11.

From 1 January 2018, the NDIS will
be available for adults aged 29
to 34.

From 1 July 2018, the NDIS will be
available for children, aged
0 to 3, and adults aged 35 to 49.

From 1 January 2019, the NDIS will
be available for adults aged 50
to 64.

By 1 July 2019, all eligible
Tasmanians, 0 to age 64, will
become NDIS patrticipants.

That means that right now in
Tasmania, only people 12 8 28
years old who are deaf and hard
of hearing are able to apply for
the NDIS.

Please do not wait until your age
group has been rolled out. We are
here to support you now in
preparation for that time.
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Tasdeaf Planning Week

In January we had a Tasdeaf
Planning Week. Seven staff from
Vicdeaf came to the Hobart office.

It was a wonderful week & we had
lots of discussion about how we can
work together effectively. Training
included computer software

training , OH&S and service planning
for the community.

The Vicdeaf staff really loved our
Hobart office and wish they could
work here all the time. Tasdeaf staff
will have more training in the future
from Hear Service, learning about
devices as well as computer system
training later this year and 2017 will
be a significant year of planning for
the future of Tasdeaf.

Tasdeaf Planning Week with Vicdeaf staff



Auslan

This term Auslan Level 1 class will be
held at the Hobart office. It is great
that more people in Tasmania are
learning our wonderful language.
Last term, we had celebrations to
congratulate Auslan students as
they received their certificates. (See
photo on page 15). This term,
Tasdeaf and Vicdeaf launched a
new Auslan resource book for
Auslan 1 and Auslan 2 classes.

Auslan for Families

Tasdeaf have expanded the Auslan
for Families program. Classes occur
on the 2 nd Saturday and 4
Saturday of each month, at the
Hobart office. If you and your family
wish to practice Auslan more, you
are very welcome to attend.
Classes are free.

Auslan for Families

Sat 11 Mar
Sat 8 April

Auslan for Community
Sat 25 Feb
Sat 25 Mar
Sat 22 April

Tasdeaf news

Directly following the Auslan for
community classes, is an open Deaf
community social gathering. You
are welcome to stay and practice!
We are trialling these classes for
three months. Let us know what you
think!

Visual smoke alarm

| wonder whether you have a visual
smoke alarm in your home? We
have equipment worth over $600
available fora co -payment of only
$50. This is possible because it is
subsided by the Tasmanian
Government.

Visual smoke alarms can save lives.
Please read more about our
subsidised smoke alarm packages
on page 12.

Auslan for Families group artwork
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Michael Parremore

Our Tasmanian fella, Michael
Parremore recently left his
position at Vicdeaf. He

will be working at a Local Area
Coordination (LAC) organisation
in Melbourne. Michael, his wife
Kate and his mother popped

into the Hobart office recently
and we said goodbye to him and
wished him all the best for his new
job.

Michael has done fantastic work
with Vicdeaf for over 8 years.
Vicdeaf gave him a beautiful
farewell party recently.

Tasdeaf - 30th Year Anniversary

This year will mark the 30th
Anniversary of Tasdeaf.

Farewell to Michael Parremore
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We will be celebrating this milestone
in Launceston on the 27th and 28th

of October 2017. We will let you
know more details in the near future
but for now make sure you save that
date!

Wow, a lot of things are happening
at the moment with Tasdeaf and
the community.

| always look forward to meeting

with you. If you would like to make
an appointment, please contact
me.

Enjoy reading this newsletter.

Warm regards

Stephen Nicholson
Access Coordinator & Team Leader



Tasdeaf welcomes feedback regarding progress against the
from the community. A new 2015-2020 Strategic Plan.
Advisory Group is being
established. The purpose of the
group is to consult with the
community. This valuable insight
will assist Tasdeaf to make
decisions about services and
improvements for the future.

Membership

1 Four to six community
representatives, including
people who are Deaf, hard of
hearing, family members and
professionals who work with

_ ) - people with a hearing loss.
To express interest in participating

in the Community Advisory Group 1 Vicdeaf President (meeting
and to view the terms of facilitator)
reference, please visit

p ¢ Chief Executive Officer or
www.tasdeaf.org.au Deputy CEO

or contact Stephen Nicholson.

1 Manager, Planning & Service
Purpose of the Tasdeaf Design.
Community Advisory Group

Meetings
TTo gather feedback, insights Meetings are to be held every
and suggestions regarding three months at Tasd
Tasdeatf, its services, its future office in Hobart. In 2017 the
direction and its relevance to meetings are anticipated to be
community stakeholders held in March, May, August and
1To engage a cross section of November.

peopl e regarding \'}'aﬂjésdeafés

outcomes and impacts TCAG members will adhere to the

qTo provide a forum for the Vicdeaf values: Respectful,
community to understand the adaptable, progressive, inclusive
organisation decision making and diverse.
process

qTo inform strategy and planning

1To assist the CEO to provide P taS Q<

advice to the Planning and
Performance Subcommittee
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Carols by candlelight

Carols praise

OTHANK you Hobart City Counci l
equal access for various people with disabilities. Unfortunately so
many people out there are not interested in providing Auslan inter-
preters due to the cost involved. Thanks to you, | was able to sing
along with my children and enjoy myself with my family and friends.
Merry Christmas. 0

Naomi Rogers

f
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Brighton Published in The Mercury
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Tasdeaf news

Welcome to
2017!

Since the merge
with Vicdeaf,
there has been
lots of positive
changes in
preparation for
the NDIS
(National Disability Insurance
Scheme).

Some of the Vicdeaf staff flew down
to Hobart last month and | attended
3 days planning with them. We
worked together to improve
services for Deaf/HoH/Deafblind
Victorians/Tasmanians and to
prepare our services.

Launceston Hub

Our first Hub in Launceston was last
month (see photo on page 3). It
was very successful, with the
community learning more about the
NDIS.

You are welcome to come and see
us on the Hub dates for NDIS
information and to socialise. (The
dates are on page 12)

The services we currently provide
including support, advocacy and
information are still available, as well
as providing new services under the
NDIS.
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Deafblind workshop

A workshop was held at Launceston
Tasdeaf office recently. Carol Brown
presented with 9 potential

Deafblind volunteers in attendance.
It was a successful day with positive
outcomes.

Devonport/Burnie service dates -
10am - 3pm on Mondays
February 20

March 20

April 10 - Devonport Hub
May 15

June 19

July 17

August 21

September 18

October 16

November 20

December 11

Devonport Hub - April 10

Open invitation to all. Come along
for a chat, for information about the
NDIS and to meet Stephen
Nicholson (Access Coordinator and
Team Leader)

Devonport Community Health
Centre 23 Steele St, Devonport

For any assistance at Devonport
Community Health Centre

SMS Jeanette 0438 008 739 to book
an appointment or email
Jeanette.s@tasdeaf.org.au
js.tasdeaf.

or skype



mailto:Jeanette.s@tasdeaf.org.au
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Please note: if there are no bookings then there will be no visits to
Devonport - otherwise we can skype

Launceston Hub - 8th March

The Launceston Hub on 8th March will link up via Skype with the
Hobart Senior Citizens Club. Come along and say hello to our friends in
the south!

| look forward to seeing some of you during the year and at our
special event in October for our 30th year anniversary.

Jeanette

Upcoming 2017 events - North and Northwest

Tasdeaf 30th year anniversary

Date: 27 & 28 October, 2017 in Launceston
Further details to follow - more information on page 6.

First Aid course ( date & time to be confirmed)
First Aid course run by Auslan user - no need for an interpreter.

Tasmanian Ushers and Deafblind Support Group 2017

When: Saturday 18 t March 2017 meet at Penny Royal
for lunch at 12pm
Adventures (rides etc. will cost extra money)

Where: 1 Bridge Road, Launceston, Tasmania 7250

Guides/volunteers/Auslan/tactile interpreters to help Deafblind adults
will be very much appreciated thank you. New volunteers welcome.

Please contact Carol Brown - mobile no 0417474208 TEXT only
or email scbh@bigpond.net.au
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Does your family have a deaf child?
Would you like to learn about Auslan?
Introduce your family to Auslan?

Brush up on your Auslan skills?

We are running two Saturday When: 2nd Saturday of each
classes monthly in Hobart for families month for families

and the general community. Each 4th Saturday of each

class will have an Auslan Tutor month open to families and
present . the general community

Classes are free, interactive and fun. Where: Tasdeaf, 139 New Town

For families - give your child a hand Road, New Town 7008

in spelling, vocabulary and other Time:  2.00pm to 3.00pm
skills by intrOdUCing themto Auslan Fees : Both classes are free
(Australian sign language)

For the community - It doesn't
matter if you know nothing, a little

Auslan for Families

Sat 11 Mar
or a lot, come along and learn _
: : : Sat 8 April
Auslan in a fun, interactive
. Sat 13 May
environment.
Sat 10 June

(R b b 2 K

Auslan for Community
Sat 25 Feb

AUSLAN Sat 25 Mar

Sat 22 April

Sat 27 May

Sat 24 June

(iR b & = &




Launceston
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AUSLAN

Enrolments and

payments for all Auslan classes in
Tasmania can be done online.

Please visit www.vicdeaf.com.au/auslan

for Term 2 dates and times

Classes are 2 hours a week over 6 weeks

Auslan level 3 students (photo right)

received their well earned certificates at

their last class in 2016. Thank you to
Amy, Hobart Auslan Tutor.

Tasdeaf news

Tasdeaf Auslan term 2classes for 2017 in Hobart and

Hearing Link update

Hearing Link
industry hearing testing is
continuing to grow. During
February, David Closs conducted
testing at Walnuts Australia and
Hazards Vineyard near Swansea as
well as Polyfoam Australia at
Bridgewater. In the north, Anne

Left to right : Jeanette Symonds,
Jane Hodgkinson, Anne Blanch,
Stephen Nicholson

T a s maBianch éompleted ouk?2 yearlyttaour

to King Island and conducted over
100 hearing tests for the King Island
Dairy, King Island Council, King
Island Motors, Kelp Industries,
Williams Engineering, Tasmanian
Ports Corporation and the King
Island Hospital.

The King Island Hospital recognising
the huge benefit for local health
derived from our visits, kindly
allowed us to use their facilities for
many of the tests. Anne had to stop
testing as a Navy helicopter had
landed nearby. That doesn't

happen here often! We hope she
enjoyed the famous local King

Island delicacies, especially the
seafood and cheese.

David Closs, Screening Audiometrist
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